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Military fortifications In ancient Greece: Sparta as a model

Assist. Lec. Alaa Naeem Wael // University of Iraq - College of Education
Abstract:

The research aimed to study the military fortifications in ancient Greece, with a focus on the model of
the city of Sparta, as one of the most important and powerful military cities in ancient Greek history. He also
shed light on the nature of these fortifications, their defensive importance, and their role in strengthening the
strength of the Spartan state, in addition to reviewing the defensive methods and military tactics used at the
time. The importance of the research stems from its association with a distinct military and cultural history,
where military fortifications were one of the main factors in the strength of Greek cities, especially Sparta. The
research also contributes to highlighting the relationship between geography and political, social and military
systems, and shows how the strict military organization in Sparta made it a model to be followed in ancient
military history, and the researcher relied on the analytical historical method, by extrapolating historical texts
and previous studies, and analyzing the development of military fortifications through Greek times, with the
help of primary sources and documented books. The descriptive approach was also employed To describe
the fortifications, and the analytical approach to understand their role and impact in strengthening the mili-
tary dominance of the city of Sparta, the research reached a number of results, the most important of which
were: Sparta relied on its naturally fortified geographical location, which reduced its need for huge walls, and
focused on building a strong and organized army since childhood. Its military system was characterized by
strict discipline, with clever exploitation of the terrain, and the use of various fortifications such as towers and
defensive points. Social and military laws played a pivotal role in preparing every citizen to become a soldier
ready to defend About the state. Despite its military superiority, it suffered from the weakness of cavalry, but
nevertheless became a global model of strength and military discipline. It introduced to the world the concept
of a fortified “city-state” with full military independence.
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