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Triliteral Verbs in the Iraqi
Vernacular in the Works of
Ma'ruf al-Rusafi (may Allah

have mercy on him)
ABSTRACT

Mazin Kareem Abdullah Hussein

Sunni Endowment Office Directorate of Religious
Education and Islamic Studies

Numerous scholars have addressed the subject of common
vernacular usage, documenting their findings in various
seminal works. Key among these are Aba Hatim’s Ta’wim
al-Mufsid al-Muzal 'an Jihatihi min Kalam al-'Arab, Al-
Mufaddal al-Dabb1’s Ma Talhanu bihi al-"Ammah, and Ibn

* Corresponding author: E-mail :&ald) Jul

$§m(r)anfjs- Qutaybah’s Adab al-Katib, among others.

Vernacular, In the contemporary era, a considerable number of
Conjugation, orientalists, such as Maximilianos Antén (Anton, 1910, p.
m?ergﬂgfgy’ 12), Di Safari, and Yuhanna Yasuf, have also discussed the

vernacular. However, their efforts in collecting and codifying
the common language do not rival the comprehensive

ARTICLE INFO compilations made by native scholars.

Article history: Noteworthy among the latter is Ma'rif al-Rusafi. His
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highly systematic. Al-Rusafi categorizes the verbs, mirroring
the principles of Arabic morphology by classifying them
based on attribution or lack thereof, their status as sound
(e.g., salim, mahmiiz, or muda‘‘af), or as defective (e.g.,
mithal, ajwaf, naqis, or lafif in both types). His work presents
the rules of verbal conjugation with such clarity that it reads
like a standard treatise on Arabic morphology. Ultimately,
Al-Rusafi successfully covers the entire scope of the topic
precisely and thoroughly, without either undue elaboration or
deficiency.
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