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The Military and Political Contributions of Jochi ibn Genghis Khan
and His Role in the Formation of the Mongol Empire (576—624 AH / 1180-1227 AD)
M.M Dunya Riyadh Noun // Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of Basic Education / Department of History
doneareath@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq
Abstract :

Prince Jochi was the eldest son of Genghis Khan. Various accounts exist regarding his birth and the au-
thenticity of his lineage; nevertheless, he enjoyed the support and affection of his father, Genghis Khan. He
was characterized by military leadership qualities that combined bravery, shrewdness, and composure, which
qualified him to be a military commander and enabled him to achieve victory in most of the battles he led. He
participated in numerous campaigns, including those against China, the Khwarazmian state, the lands of the
Rus, and the Bulgars, and victory was often on his side.

This study demonstrates that Jochi played a pivotal role in the construction of the Mongol Empire, partic-
ularly in its western part. His military achievements contributed to the conquest of new regions and reinforced
the empire’s expansionist and administrative policies. Jochi’s policy was distinguished by sound judgment in
administering the regions or cities he conquered, as he appointed governors from among their own people who
were loyal to the Mongols. Moreover, he often refrained from destroying cities in order to keep their urban
centers safe from devastation; he would send a messenger advising them and calling upon them to surrender.

Despite the fact that he did not officially ascend the throne due to the opposition of his brother Chagatai,
who questioned the legitimacy of his lineage, Jochi was in practice the founder of one of the strongest branch-
es of the Mongol Empire in the lands of the Rus, known as the Golden Horde or the Kipchak lands. Shortly
thereafter, Jochi died under mysterious circumstances, and the accounts differ as to whether he was poisoned
by his father, Genghis Khan, or died as a result of illness. Consequently, he was deprived of succeeding his
father to the throne. However, his political and military legacy remained influential, as his sons—especially
Batu and Berke—assumed power after him and later played a significant role in history.

Keywords: Jochi — Genghis Khan — Empire — Mongol — Military.
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