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The Role of Geography Teachers in Using Cooperative Learning for
Intermediate School Students in Public Schools
Assistant Professor Salila Abdul Majeed Sahan
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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role of geography teachers in employing the
cooperative learning strategy to address the problem of intermediate school stu-
dents' distraction. The researcher adopted a descriptive approach as it is most ap—
propriate for analyzing the phenomenon as it exists on the ground. A questionnaire
was also designed specifically for this purpose. The research population consisted
of all geography teachers working in public intermediate schools within the Rusafa
Second Education Directorate. The sample was limited to 24 geography teachers
in public intermediate schools within the Rusafa Second Education Directorate
(Rusafa Intermediate School for Girls, Al-Ghaith Intermediate School for Boys, Al-
Rafidain Intermediate School for Boys, Palestine Intermediate School for Boys, Al-
Za'faraniya Intermediate School for Boys, and Kumait Intermediate School for
Boys). The questionnaire covered two main axes: the first related to creating a co-
operative learning environment, and the second measured the use of cooperative
learning strategies to address cases of mind-wandering. Responses were ana-
lyzed using a five—point Likert scale. The results showed that geography teachers
tend to favor a classroom environment based on cooperative learning by dividing
students into small groups and encouraging them to exchange ideas. However,
there was a discrepancy in their direct response to cases of mind—wandering. The
results also indicated that strategies such as brainstorming, learning by modeling,
and learning by playing are widely accepted and effectively employed in class—
rooms. However, there was a relative lack of participation in training courses spe-

cialized in cooperative learning, indicating an urgent need to increase training pro—
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grams that contribute to raising teachers' competence in this field. The study con-
cludes that cooperative learning represents an important tool for addressing the
problem of mind—wandering, but it requires training and institutional support to en-
hance its effectiveness in the Iragi educational environment.

Keywords: (cooperative learning, mind-wandering, academic achievement).
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