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The Combination of the
Substitute and the Substituted

in Arabic Grammar
ABSTRACT

Compensation is one of the prominent phenomena in
Arabic. In Arabic speech, it is common for one letter to
be replaced with another, or one particle with another,
or one noun with another. It is not required that the
substitute be identical to the original, nor occupy its
same position. In Arabic, there are instances where
both the substitute and the substituted coexist, but
grammarians reject this, considering it a redundancy
and an unnecessary addition. Thus, they describe it as a
necessity, an irregularity, and even a flaw, as it
contradicts the general rule and occurs contrary to
what is common and widespread. However, some
grammarians discuss these judgments and regard them
as permissible, citing poetic and prose examples, as
well as references from the Holy Qur’an and the
purified Sunnah. These examples often carry meanings
that could not be ignored, such as emphasizing or
adding nuance. From this perspective, the idea of this
study emerged: to collect the cases in which both the
substitute and the substituted appear together in
grammatical works. | find them worthy of examination
and deal with them using the descriptive method. |
begin each case with a brief summary clarifying the
general ruling, followed by the grammarians’
judgments, presenting the opinions of both the
opponents and the proponents, and finally attempting
to arrive at a conclusion—whether aligning with a
particular grammarian’s view or not.
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