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Human Vulnerability and Global Disasters: A Thematic Study of Qur’anic

Verses on Trial in Contemporary Cosmic Crises
Dr. Ahmed Hameed Abood ALDULAYMI

Abstract

This study arises from a pressing question: How can the Qur'anic discourse on trial (ibtila') be
interpreted in an era where global crises expand to the point where the entire human experience seems
to live in a state of extended vulnerability? Operating within the framework of thematic exegesis (al-
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tafsir al-mawdt‘7), the study attempts to reconstruct the concept of trial beyond reductionist readings
that confine it to individual testing or direct punitive interpretation. Instead, it reveals trial as a
universal principle (sunnah kawniyyah) intertwining existential, educational, and social dimensions.
The research begins by analyzing the semantic structure of human vulnerability in the Qur'an through
terms denoting weakness, panic, fear, and neediness, highlighting how the text presents the human
being as inherently prone to imbalance yet simultaneously capable of being reshaped through
experience. It then deconstructs the concept of trial and its relationship to purification, historical
circulation (al-tadawul al-tarikhi), and the reordering of values, presenting trial as an interpretive
framework for understanding major societal transformations. In light of this, the study addresses
contemporary global crises—such as pandemics, environmental disasters, and worldwide instability—
as contexts of collective testing that reshape the meaning of responsibility, solidarity, and the
management of fear. The study concludes that the Qur'anic verses on trial establish an interpretive
vision that helps transform vulnerability from a state of psychological paralysis into an ethical energy
productive for action. Within this vision, patience (sabr) is formed as a conscious practice, hope
becomes an existential strategy, and the painful experience turns into a sphere for rebuilding the
relationship between the human being and the world. This perspective contributes to advancing
thematic exegesis towards an approach that engages contemporary questions without losing its textual
depth, proposing a Qur'anic framework for understanding crises that moves beyond a superficial
fatalistic interpretation toward a reading integrating divine patterns (al-sunaniyya) with human
responsibility.

Keywords: Human Vulnerability; Qur'anic Trial; Global Crises; Thematic Exegesis; Ethics of Crisis.
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