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Protestant Intellectual Developments
Muhammad Abdul Halim ,  Prof. Dr. Dharar Khalil Hassan
Department of History, College of Education, University of Iraq
Abstract :

This research presents the impact of Protestantism, as a religious reform movement
that emerged in Europe in the sixteenth century, on the formation and crystallization of
modern Jewish Zionist thought. It analyzes the theological and political roots adopted
by a number of Protestant thinkers regarding the Jews and their return to the land of
Palestine.

Protestantism, especially in its Calvinist form, began to reinterpret Old Testament
prophecies in a way that made the “return of the Jews” to Palestine one of the condi-
tions for the approaching end of the world and the beginning of the happy millennium.
From the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, a number of thinkers, such
as Brightman and Finch, adopted a religious vision linked to the return of the Jews,
viewing this return as part of a divine plan to achieve universal salvation. With the de-
velopment of Protestant thought, this vision also began to take on a political dimension,
and clear support for the Jews emerged from Protestant circles, particularly in England
and Germany. Protestants saw the art of supporting the return of the Jews as a means to
achieve religious and political stability, while fulfilling biblical prophecies.

Keywords: Protestants, Reformation, thought, Jews, Palestine.
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