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The Ethiopian-Somali Conflict
over the Ogaden Region:
a study in political

geography
ABSTRACT
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Kirkuk University

The Horn of Africa is a strategic region on the world map,
due to its maritime view of the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea,
including the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. Therefore, international
and regional powers, which believe that Arab countries with
nationalist tendencies control maritime navigation in these
seas and straits, have worked to support non-Arab powers as
they are better allies for them than Arabs, especially
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gmg{ ds: Ethiopia. Therefore, they have worked to support Ethiopia in
Region its geopolitical expansion in the Ogaden region, which
International Powers represents the road to the Gulf of Aden and a strategic trade
Regional corridor between East Asia and East Africa through its
Geopolitics strategic location, in addition to its geopolitical

characteristics that have increased the intensity of the conflict
due to the availability of surface water represented by rivers,
and the recent discovery of hydrocarbons in it. The colonial
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Accepted 25 Jan 2026 off from Somalia. International powers such as the United
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Ethiopia’s geopolitical location, taking into account
geoeconomic relations. The Soviet Union, on the other hand,
stood by Ethiopia in a way that this was a public result of
their communist connections. As for the regional powers, the
Zionist entity sided with Ethiopia against Somalia, given that
Somalia is an Arab nationalist country. Turkey remained
neutral, taking into account its interests in the Horn of Africa.
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Egypt, on the other hand, sided with Somalia.
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