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The Repetition of the Demonstrative Pronoun This and Its Usage in Surah
sad: Study in Meanings and Implications
Assist prof.Dr. Saleh Mohammed Hameed Al-Harbi
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Keywords: Repetition. Demonstrative Pronoun hadha “this” . Surah Sad . Semantic Implications
Summary:

This study examines the repetition of the demonstrative pronoun “this”
(hadha) in Sarat Sad from the perspective of semantic meanings, while noting
certain rhetorical touches that enrich the text. Saurat Sad presents a coherent
structure that addresses central themes such as the Qur’an itself, the stories of the
prophets, scenes of the Day of Judgment, and the contrasting destinies of the
righteous and the transgressors. One of its notable stylistic devices is the use of the
demonstrative pronoun, which brings distant or unseen meanings into immediate
perception, making the listener feel as if the scenes are directly visible.

The study shows that the pronoun “this” occurs six times in the sarah, each
instance carrying a distinct semantic function. In {This is a reminder} [38:49], it refers
either to the Qur'an or to the narratives of the prophets, highlighting the greatness of
the reminder and marking a transition between sections. In {This is what you are
promised for the Day of Reckoning} [38:53] and {Indeed, this is Our provision, never
ending} [38:54], it emphasizes the promised reward as present and enduring. In
{This, but indeed for the transgressors is an evil return} [38:55], {This—Ilet them
taste it: scalding water and pus} [38:57], and {This is a horde rushing in with you}
[38:59], it portrays punishment as immediate and palpable.

The overall conclusion is that “this” in Sarat Sad functions not merely as a
linguistic marker but as a semantic device that transforms the unseen into the seen,
linking reward and punishment, and thereby intensifying the reminder and the

impact of the Qur'anic discourse on its audience.
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