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Islamic Architecture in Mosul
and its Development (521-630 AH/1127-1233 AD) A Study of Mosques
Assistant teacher Noor Khalid Saabar
Iraqi University / College of Education - Department of History
Abstract:

This research examines the development of Islamic architecture in the city of Mo-
sul, with a particular focus on mosques as the most significant religious and urban land-
marks that shaped the city’s cultural identity. Mosul’s strategic location on the western
bank of the Tigris River, at the crossroads of major trade and military routes, granted it
a pivotal role in the political, economic, and cultural history of Mesopotamia.

Architecturally, the research highlights the uniqueness of Mosul’s religious build-
ings, represented by its major congregational mosques: the Umayyad (Ancient) Mosque,
the Great al-Nuri Mosque, and the Mujahidi Mosque. These structures embodied a dis-
tinctive blend of functionality and aesthetics, characterized by urban planning inspired
by the early Islamic model, the use of local construction materials such as stone, brick,
and gypsum, and the incorporation of refined decorative elements, Kufic inscriptions,
and cylindrical minarets that together shaped a distinctive architectural identity.

Keywords: Mosul¢Islamic Architecture<al-Nuri Mosque«<Ornaments.
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