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Bahrain's relations with regional countries during the reign of Sheikh
Hamad bin Isa 1923-1942

Assist lect. Farah Rasheed Malebs
Assist Prof Dr. Kawther Gadban Ab.
University of Basrah - College of Education for Girls
Abstract

During the period from 1923 to 1942, the reign of Sheikh Hamad bin Isa in
Bahrain witnessed a remarkable development in the foreign relations of the
State, with Britain being the most prominent power that controlled domestic
and foreign policies, basing its role as the protector of the region. Sheikh
Hamad relied on British support to stabilize governance and reduce tensions,
even though the Gulf region was witnessing significant challenges, most
notably disputes with Qatar and Iran over borders and rights in border areas.
This tension has prompted Bahrain to seek to strengthen its relations with
neighboring Arab countries, such as Qatar, in efforts to preserve its national
interests and create regional balances. Bahrain has also been taking steps to
strengthen its relations with other Gulf states, in coordination with Britain, to
ensure the stability of the region and counter external interference or threats
from major powers. It is worth noting that Bahrain was also seeking partial
independence and moving towards managing its foreign affairs more
independently, but it was under pressure and guidance from Britain, which
played the role of mediator and guarantor in the region. In general, Bahrain's
relations with regional countries were sometimes tense, and coordination with
British influence to ensure its interests and the stability of its rule, while
trying to strengthen its regional relations in a way that achieves its security
and partial independence within the overwhelming British influence.
Keywords: Relations, Bahrain, Regional Countries, Sheikh Hamad Bin
Issa.
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(18) F.0.371/8942, British Agent, Bahrein to Resident 9_9_1923.

(0 VATY diw san b lgilialey aads Slaal) dSLaey Aulanll dagall (n ud Baalas oo Ban Baales ()
Zie Bpagmad) Appal) ASheal) 1) GaY Lgeud i il ASLeall ] JalSH DELYL Lillasyy Lo b el
o llly 250 Cle o Alilaally Lliales aay Slasll Glle DAL Calin 3gai) 16 els Leag VATY
(Al ADkA Cialia ZasSa pe Aeald laalea agd Gl lead) Jalidly (L) soliiay opadlly s
Sl Y [arves B alea YY Al diabe cd 3 Slasl e S dgen JT el e Gl oS
Ay VTEO=VATA Laiadl Apbdll Do) B ¢ panidl) ol 2 sleac 1)k ajall .21 4T
Gos DAY G (YooY cllell cluhall el Glly el Al agae alak) cBsdie e sl
YO a1 AT gy ¢ oV dasall ¢ L ls ccusSl Alls skl ianlly Al ¢ pa ol
(£33 ame OVY VTA a0 AVTaalais VAV VAVE i) 8 Aalgll A ¢l cila ()
YU Y0 Ga bl Hawadll

(PY - Y031 = ) duadl YY loradl ) dusen)B olslys dmo



[*°]

VAEY—VAYY awe (p das fadl) 3o B el Jedll pa Guuaall clBNle

YT ik jtaall (6903 Bae £YTY G cgilad) Hreaall (LS Jles ()
gl Alas (pall lal) Ul sabusy A e Auia¥) Hagll jUaal caeal Sl ae gl a2 )
N0 a1 AVA Y alaall ¢ aaall (el
ATEY VYo Gl jrad) (ana 3pene daal )€Y (Gl jaad) (U3 aly) dof ()
Chusss anll e €YT) (o lsad) dBley opell ) ) clBdle 8 4dalal g Las¥1 LSy lea ()
180 Lo bl Ll s
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(40) Bahrain Government, Annual Report, March 1937 - February (1) 1938, p. 25,
Charles Belgrave, Personal Column: Autobiography 1960, p. 153.

(41) J.G. Lorimer, op.cit, pp. 815-16.
(42) J.C. Hurewitz, Diplomacy in the Near and the Middle East, a Documentary Record,

Vol. 1, US. Princeton, 1956, p. 271.
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*7) Quoted in: Richard Schofield and Gerald Blake (ed.), Arabian Boundaries, primary

Documents (1853 - 1957), 1 st. ed, Vol.10, Saudia Arabia-Bahrain— Qatar, Archive

Editions, 1988, Memorandum Major H. R. P. Dickson, Political Agent, Bahrain to Deputy

Political Resident, Bushir, 6 December 1919, No. 176, P.411.

A ga el juad) o abeY) saea ady (Y

(49 Arabian Boundaries, Telegram Political Agent Bahrain to Bushir, 30 (2) March 1937,
No. 68, p.149.

£ oGl srad) (alal) Aals dea july )

1) Ibid., Translation of letter Ruler of Qatar to Lieutenant Colonel Loch, 23 April 1937.
(N.No.), p.159.
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(32) Ibid., Translation of letter Ruler of Qatar to Lieutenant Colonel Loch, 23 April 1937.

(N-No.), p.159.

(3) C. Belgrave, op.cit, p. 154.

% Ibid op.cit, pp. 157-58.
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8 JOR\R\15\2\547, Letter No. C1642, From the Adviser to the Bahrain Government to
the Political Agent, Bahrain, On the Hawar Islands, 23 May 1938.
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(63) Hooshang Moghtader: the Settlement of the Bahrain Question: A Study in Anglo-

Iranian—United Nations Diplomacy, Pakistan Horizon, Pakistan Institute of international

affairs, Vol.26,1973, P.19.
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(72 This Documents the Property of Her Britannic majestys Government, Confidential,
19305, Historical Summary of Events in the Persian Gulf Shaikhdoms and the Sultanate
of Muscat and Oman 1928-1953, P. 24.
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("7} JOR\R\15\2\547, No. T\3-1-a29, Express Letter from Political Agent, Behrain to
Political Resident, Bushire, addressed To the Shaikh Qatar in Regaru to his Claim to the
Hawar Islands, to H. Weightman, 3 June 1938.
(78 JOR\R\15\2\547, No.12\15, Extract P.A.S Note on Visit to Dohah, 30 may 1938.
() IOR\R\15\2\547, No. T\3-1-a29, Express Letter from Political Agent, Behrain to
Political Resident, Bushire, addressed To the Shaikh Qatar in Regaru to his Claim to the
Hawar Islands, to H. Weightman, 3 June 1938.
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®0) IOR\R\15\2\547, Letter from Shaikh Abdullah bin Qasim Piler of Qatar, to H.
Weightman. |.C.S, Political Agent, Behrain, 15 June 1938.
®ibid.
®2) JOR\R\15\2\547, No.C\523-1-a29, From Captain J.B. Howes, Officiating Political
Agent Bahrain, To the Acting Advisor to the Bahrain Covernment, Bahrain, question of
the Ownership of the Hawer Islands, 14 August, 1938, IOR\R\15\2\547, No. C19-1-a29,
From Political Agent Bahrain, To Shaikh Abdullah bin gasim Al Thani, 5 January, 1939.
(®3) JOR\R\15\2\544, No. 197, From C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Adviser to the Government of
Bahrain, To His Britannic Majestys Political Agent, Bahrain, 22 December 1938.
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I.0.R: Unknown Provenance, copy a letter from the Political Agent, Bahrain, to the
Secretary to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. c-53, dated the 14th April
1927.
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D LO. R: L/P&S/12/3907, Letter from Political Resident, Bushire, to Secretary of State

for India, London, Repeated Secretary to the Government of India, External Affair
Department, New Delhi, dated 10/11/1938.
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(19 1,0.R: L/P&S/12/3907, The report for Saudi Arabia-Bahrain 1938 1957, dated
16/11/1939.
Casiall il 3 ads 1y () Bageadl Amyall gy Gladedl ) s e Al sdlland) gl O
Y Ga cpeladl dladl) ) AT 8 YT 8 A5 5 Ban 8 sl
oSlitle sl ) sas 8 ) Gasiall il 3V ads 3y e Aadse Al tAallad) i) ()
Y a @) AT Gole Y A3 )50 cAslan ) sl 3
(119 1 0. R: R/15/2/548, The report for Islands between Bahrain and the mainland 1938
- 1941, dated22/4/1939.
M7 L0. R: L/P&S/12/3907, Letter from Office of the Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf, Camp Kuwait, to His Majestys Secretary of State for India, London, Repeated the
Secretary to the Government of India, in the External affairs Department, Simla, dated
26/5/1939.
(18 LO. R: L/P&S/12/3907, The report for ownership of Libainat Islands, 1938-1942,
dated 29/5/1993.
NOY La bl uad) bl Glée g8 Y

JJUA.AJ\ Z\.ASG

Liavll 35Ggh )
1. F.0.371/8942, British Agent, Bahrein to Resident 9 9 1923.
2. F. 0 371/17825 1.0. Confidential Historial Memo.on Bahrein.1934.
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3. IOR\R\15\2\547, No0.12\15, Extract P.A.S Note on Visit to Dohah, 30 may
1938.

4. IOR\R\15\2\547, No. T\3-1-a29, Express Letter from Political Agent,
Behrain to Political Resident, Bushire, addressed To the Shaikh Qatar in
Regaru to his Claim to the Hawar Islands, to H. Weightman, 3 June 1938.

5. IOR\R\15\2\547, No. T\3-1-a29, Express Letter from Political Agent,
Behrain to Political Resident, Bushire, addressed To the Shaikh Qatar in
Regaru to his Claim to the Hawar Islands, to H. Weightman, 3 June 1938.

6. IOR\R\15\2\547, Letter from Shaikh Abdullah bin Qasim Piler of Qatar, to
H. Weightman. I.C.S, Political Agent, Behrain, 15 June 1938.

7. IOR\R\15\2\547, No0.C\523-1-a29, From Captain J.B. Howes, Officiating
Political Agent Bahrain, To the Acting Advisor to the Bahrain Covernment,
Bahrain, question of the Ownership of the Hawer Islands, 14 August, 1938,
IOR\R\15\2\547, No. C19-1-a29, From Political Agent Bahrain, To Shaikh
Abdullah bin gasim Al Thani, 5 January, 1939.

8. IOR\R\15\2\544, No. 197, From C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Adviser to the
Government of Bahrain, To His Britannic Majestys Political Agent, Bahrain,
22 December 1938.

9. 1.0.R: Unknown Provenance, copy a letter from the Political Agent,
Bahrain, to the Secretary to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. c-
53, dated the 14th April 1927.

10. 1.O.R: L/P&S/12/3907, The report for Saudi Arabia-Bahrain 1938 1957,
dated 16/11/1939.

11. LO. R: L/P&S/12/3907, Letter from Political Resident, Bushire, to
Secretary of State for India, London, Repeated Secretary to the Government
of India, External Affair Department, New Delhi, dated 10/11/1938.

12. LO. R: R/15/2/548, The report for Islands between Bahrain and the
mainland 1938 - 1941, dated22/4/19309.

13. LO. R: L/P&S/12/3907, Letter from Office of the Political Resident in the
Persian Gulf, Camp Kuwait, to His Majestys Secretary of State for India,
London, Repeated the Secretary to the Government of India, in the External
affairs Department, Simla, dated 26/5/1939.

14. LO. R: L/P&S/12/3907, The report for ownership of Libainat Islands,
1938-1942, dated 29/5/1993.
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15. IOR\R\15\2\547, Letter No. C1642, From the Adviser to the Bahrain
Government to the Political Agent, Bahrain, On the Hawar Islands, 23 May
1938.
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