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The Effect of the Semantic Vocabulary Mapping Strategy on Developing Reading
Comprehension Skills among Second-Grade Intermediate Female Students

Asst. Lecturer Sama Ibrahim Kareem
Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of Basic Education
Abstract:

This research aims to identify the effect of the Semantic Vocabulary Mapping Strategy on
developing reading comprehension skills among second-grade intermediate female students.
To achieve this aim, the researcher formulated the following null hypothesis: "There is no
statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level between the mean scores of the experimental
group students who study reading according to the Semantic Vocabulary Mapping Strategy
and the mean scores of the control group students who study the same subject using the
traditional method in the reading comprehension skills test."

The researcher adopted the experimental approach, utilizing a partially controlled
experimental design with two groups (experimental and control) and a post-test only.

The research population consisted of second-grade intermediate female students in public
intermediate and secondary day schools affiliated with the General Directorate of Education -
Baghdad / Al-Karkh Third for the academic year 2025-2026, totaling 78 students. Al-Duha
Intermediate School for Girls was selected as the research sample using simple random
sampling. The two groups were equated in terms of chronological age (calculated in months)
and intelligence level. The researcher developed a reading comprehension test consisting of 30
items as the research instrument. The face validity and construct validity of the test were
verified, and its reliability was established. Appropriate statistical methods were used for data
analysis. After administering the test, the results revealed a "statistically significant difference
at the 0.05 level between the mean scores of the experimental group and the control group in
the reading comprehension and retention test, in favor of the experimental group." In light of
these findings, the researcher drew several conclusions and offered a number of
recommendations and suggestions for future research.

Keywords: (Effect, Mapping Strategy, Reading COmprehension,Grade School)
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