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Some religious rituals associated with the number four in ancient Egypt
in the temples of the New Kingdom (1580 BC — 1085 BC)
Assist Prof Dr. Alaa Radhi Falih
University of Basrah - College of Education for Humanity Scienses

Abstract
Ancient Egyptian civilization is one of the most prolific civilizations in the

ancient world. Through symbolism, the ancient Egyptians were able to
express their ideas and religious beliefs prevalent in society, in addition to
using symbolism in many religious rituals. This is due to the abundant
diversity of manifestations of this civilization and the pervasiveness of
religion in every aspect of life, shaping it. Therefore, the ancient Egyptian
religious legislator resorted to developing an organizational concept for his
beliefs using numbers, especially the number four, which carries sacred and
multiple meanings that express concepts such as comprehensiveness and
cosmic balance. Therefore, this number was not merely a numerical value,
but rather had a metaphysical dimension that was reflected on more than one
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level, especially the religious rituals within the ancient Egyptian temples, and

in particular the temples of the New Kingdom.

Keywords: Ancient Egypt, religious rituals, modern state, number four,
symbolism.
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