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The Port of Spain Protocol and its implications for the Venezuelan-
Guyanese dispute over the Essequibo Territory 1969-1979
Lecturer Dr. Walled Sami Fairs
General Directorate of Education in Basra Governorate

Abstract

This research addresses the border dispute between Venezuela and Guyana
over the Essequibo region during 1969-1979. Venezuela claims the territory
was unjustly taken under the 1899 arbitration award, while Guyana regards it
as part of its sovereign land. Tensions intensified during the 1970s, especially
after Guyana’s independence in 1966, prompting both parties to enter
internationally mediated negotiations. The study concludes that the dispute
remained unresolved despite diplomatic efforts and recommends resorting to
the International Court of Justice and prioritizing peaceful dialogue.

Keywords: Guyana, Essequibo Region, Arbitration, Dispute, Boundaries,
Venezuela.
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