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The Role of Legislation in Consolidating French Colonialism in
Algeria During the Early Years of the Occupation 1830-1840

Lect. Jaafar Jabbar Mohsen
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University of Basrah — College of Arts
Abstract

The French authorities issued a series of legislations in the form of

decrees, laws, and ordinances, both royal and republican, in an attempt to
give a legal and legitimate character to their presence in Algeria. Thus, the
study of French legislation in Algeria between the years (1830-1840) gained
great importance, because it sheds light on one of the most dangerous non-
military tools of colonialism, which are the laws and decrees that were
specifically formulated to subjugate Algerian society politically,
economically, and culturally. Through the analysis of those legal and
administrative texts, it is possible to see how the French occupation used a
well-thought-out legislative system to weaken the resistance, dismantle the
traditional structures of Algerian society, and reshape it in a way that served

its colonial interests.
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Narcisse Faucon, Le livre d'or de I’Algérie: histoire politique, militaire, administrative,

événements et faits principaux, biographie des hommes ayant marqué dans I'armée, les

sciences, les lettres, etc., de 1830 a 1889 , Vol.1 , Paris, 1889 , pp.157-158 .
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Achille Fillias, Op. Cit., P. 104-105 .
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(48) Achille Fillias , Op. Cit., P. 115
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Victor Piquet, La colonisation francaise dans IAfrique du Nord: Algérie, Tunisie, Maroc,

Paris, 1914, p.76.
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Charles André Julien, Histoire de I’Algérie contemporaine, la conquéte et les débuts
de la colonisation 1827-1871 (Ed., P.U.F, 1ére éd., Paris : 1964), T.1, pp. 72-78.
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