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The Iragi occupation of Kuwait and its repercussions in US President
George Bush's speech from the issuance of UN Resolution 678 until the
liberation 1990-1991

Assist Prof Dr. Furat Abdul Hassan Kazim

University of Basrah — College of Education for Humanity Sciences
Abstract

The speech of U.S. President George Bush (senior) regarding Iraq in the years
1990-1991 was characterized by strength, severity, and defiance, due to
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s insistence
on not withdrawing. This speech revealed the true face of U.S. foreign policy
and its connection to national security, which was tied to its economic,
political, and military interests. To this day, the U.S. remains determined to
ensure the continuous flow of oil, dominate the political decisions of Middle
Eastern countries, preserve the security of Israel, and maintain the security of
its bases spread across the Gulf, which it seeks to develop and expand.

Since the end of World War Il in 1945, the U.S. had seriously planned to take
control of the region and replace British dominance, shaping the policies and
alliances of its countries—especially in the face of the Soviet Union’s efforts
to establish influence in the Middle East through its communist parties and
support of strong authoritarian regimes that raised socialist and nationalist
slogans. American presidents saw these regimes as a challenge to their
superpower and their declared mission of spreading and preserving
democracy.

President George Bush relied on the foundations of this policy in a speech
meant to serve as a facade for U.S. foreign policy. However, he presented a
new, extreme form that excluded diplomacy, replacing it with arrogance,
insistence on imposing hegemony, and the creation of pretexts to reinforce
U.S. control. The speech was frank and clear enough to remove any illusions
for those who still believed the United States sought peace and supported
democracy.

Therefore, the researcher attempts to analyze President George Bush’s
speech, starting from the success of U.S. pressure in the United Nations
leading to the issuance of Resolution 678, which authorized the use of force
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to drive Iraq out of Kuwait, and continuing through the subsequent war and
liberation of Kuwait in 1991
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