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The impact of mystical beliefs and astrology on political decision-
making during the Safavid era (1501-1722 AD)
Dr. oday Sami Faris
General Directorate of Education in Basrh
Abstract
Throughout history, mystical beliefs have been a significant factor

influencing individual and collective behavior. Political power has not been
immune to this influence, particularly in states with a religious and symbolic
character. The Safavid state (1501-1722 CE) is a prominent example of the
intersection of religion, mysticism, and mystical beliefs with political
decision-making. Its legitimacy was primarily based on Twelver Shi‘ism, and
its rulers maintained close ties with Sufis, astrologers, miracle workers, and
those who offered esoteric interpretations.

This research aims to study the mystical beliefs prevalent during the
Safavid era and analyze their impact on political decision-making by
examining specific historical examples. It also seeks to determine the limits
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of this influence and its degree of compatibility or conflict with the
requirements of the centralized state. The research also seeks to clarify how
these beliefs were used as a tool for political legitimacy and mobilizing
society, and the far-reaching effects they had on the stability of the Safavid
state and its internal and external orientations, which made political decision-
making in the Safavid state a product of a complex interaction between the
political mind and the metaphysical religious imagination.

Keywords: Mystical beliefs, Astrology, Safavids, Shah, Political decision.
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