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Abstract

This research addresses the topic of reward and punishment in Islamic
theology as a fundamental issue related to divine justice and obligation,
focusing on the differences among theological schools, particularly the
Ash'arites, Mu'tazilites, and Kharijites, in interpreting the nature of reward
and punishment in the afterlife.

The research demonstrates that the core disagreement among these schools
revolves around the question of whether reward and punishment are
obligatory upon God. The Mu'tazilites believe it is a rational obligation
based on the principle of inherent good and evil, while the Ash'arites
maintain that reward is a favor from God and punishment is an act of
justice, and that nothing is obligatory upon Him except through divine
revelation. The Kharijites, however, emphasized the obligation of
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punishment and the impermissibility of pardoning those who commit
major sins.

The research also discusses the issue of eternal life in Paradise and Hell.
While Muslims agree on the eternal life of believers in Paradise and
disbelievers in Hell, they differ in their reasoning for this eternity: is it a
rational obligation or established solely by religious texts?

Furthermore, the research addresses the issue of the fate of the children of
polytheists, highlighting the diverse opinions on this matter. Some scholars
believe they will enter Paradise because they are not held accountable for
their actions, while others remain undecided on their fate. The Mu'tazilites
maintain that they are in Paradise without reward, and other opinions
suggest they will be tested on the Day of Judgment.

Regarding the issue of those who commit major sins, the research presents
the differing views of the various schools of thought. Sunnis believe they
are subject to God's will and will not be eternally condemned to Hell, while
the Mu'tazilites and Kharijites insist on their eternal damnation, though
they differ on the terminology used to describe them.

The research concludes that these issues reflect a profound difference in
the relationship between reason and revelation, and in the understanding of
God's attributes, particularly justice and grace. This makes the topic of
reward and punishment a central focus of Islamic theology.
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