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Grammatical Reasoning in the Subject and Predicate In the Book *Minhat
al-Albab fi Sharh Malhat al-I’rab* by Abdul Hamid al-Sawadi (d. 1061 AH)

Muzhir Ghazi Karim Diab al-Bayati (" Habib Ahmed Ali al-Azwai @
mg240188ped@st.tu.edu.iq habahm@tu.edu.iq
(1.2 Tikrit University / College of Education for Humanities / Department of Arabic Language
Abstract :

Praise be to Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and prayers and peace be upon the one sent
as a mercy to the worlds, Abu al-Qasim our Master Muhammad, and upon his family and companions alto-
gether. As for what follows: This study addresses the grammatical reasoning in the book *Minhat al-Albab fi
Sharh Malhat al-I’rab* by Abdul Hamid al-Sawadi (d. 1061 AH), who was one of the scholars of the eleventh
century in Yemen. We focused on grammatical reasoning concerning the topic of the subject and predicate;
we examined this topic and discussed the rationales raised by al-Sawadi regarding the subject and predicate in
terms of the reason for placing the subject before the predicate originally, the reason for the default of nomina-
tives between the subject and the agent, and the reason behind the rule that the agent should be either definite
or close to definiteness through specification. It was clarified that the subject precedes the predicate originally
because it is what is being judged, and the judged must necessarily come before the judgment. It appears that
there is a disagreement among grammarians regarding the originality of the nominatives between the subject
(fa’il) and the topic (mubtada). Al-Khalil and his followers consider the subject (fa’il) as original, arguing that
this is due to the strong influence of the verbal operator on the subject and the weak influence of the semantic
operator on the topic. Sibawayh and his followers, on the other hand, regard the topic (mubtada) as original,
reasoning that the topic is the noun that comes first before any accusative or jussive, and it does not cease to
be a topic whether it comes before or after. In contrast, the subject (fa’il) loses its subjectivity if it is positioned
earlier. As for whether the topic (mubtada) is originally definite or can be specified, the reasoning is that pro-
\_ viding information about a definite noun is useful, whereas it is not useful for an indefinite noun. Y
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