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Book: The Sunnah Masterpiece of the Names of Egyptian Countries: A Study
of the Life, Methodology, and Sources of Yahya ibn al-Mugar ibn al-Ji‘an
(814-885 AH /1412 -1480 AD)

Assistant Professor Ahmed Khalaf Fandi al-Saba‘awi
University of Nineveh / College of Law

Abstract:

This research discusses Ibn al-Jiyan's book, "Al-Tuhfa al-Saniyya bi Asma' al-
Bilad al-Misriyya™ (The Precious Gift of Egyptian Place Names), focusing on its
importance as a unique historical and administrative source for Mamluk Egypt.
The author, Sharaf al-Din Yahya ibn al-Mugqirr ibn al-Jiyan (814-885 AH), was
born and raised in a scholarly and administrative environment that allowed him to
attend various educational institutions like kuttabs, mosques, and schools, which
shaped his intellectual personality. His work as an inspector in the Army Diwan
(Diwan al-Jaysh) gave him access to the state's official records, which formed the
basis of his book. The book's significance lies in its precise methodology, which
combines descriptive and statistical approaches to document village names and
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link them to taxes, and an administrative approach that divides the book according
to the official divisions of the state. The research provides details on the
administrative and economic divisions of Egypt between the Lower and Upper
regions. It also reviews the resources Ibn al-Jiyan relied on, which include the
official records of the Army Diwan and other government departments like the
Diwan of Construction (Diwan al-Insha) and the Diwan of Inspection (Diwan al-
Nazar), in addition to his personal experience. "Al-Tuhfa al-Saniyya" is considered
more than just a geographical work; it is a precise statistical and administrative
record that reflects a deep understanding of the economic and social aspects of
Mamluk Egypt, making it an essential reference for researchers in this field.

Keywords:The Precious Gift of Egyptian Place Names Sharaf al-Din Yahya ibn
al-Jiyan-
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