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The Hijazi Rawashin in the (Jeddah Al-Balad) area possess a rich heritage
abundant in geometric details. They consist of a collection of geometric lines, decorative
formations, and archaeological engravings with distinct aesthetic characteristics. These
creations are the fruit of the efforts of successive artists and craftsmen in the city of Jeddah,
resulting from diverse artistic and artisanal expertise. Consequently, these motifs have been
employed in modern buildings, utilizing the Hijazi Roshan not merely as a functional
architectural element, but as an aesthetic visual text carrying deep semiotic (sign)
connotations that reflect the culture of the society in Hijazi architecture.

Based on the above, this research aims to study and analyze these motifs, extract the
aesthetic and symbolic values of the Roshan, and re-employ and abstract them to beautify
the facades of contemporary buildings. This creates an aesthetic language and dialogue
between Arab authenticity and contemporary modernity. The research relied on the
descriptive-analytical approach to read and analyze the Hijazi Roshan semiotically, and the
applied approach to propose strategies for its modern employment in contemporary
buildings, aiming to sustain the local identity in a contemporary language compatible with
modern construction technologies.
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Conclusions:

1.

The Hijazi mashrabiya is not merely a functional architectural element for covering windows, but rather
a rich symbolic visual system imbued with cultural significance. This significance is embodied in
elements such as windows, wooden blinds, balustrades, corbels, lanterns, arches, chimneys, vaults, moon
windows, sun windows, floral motifs, calligraphic decorations, geometric designs, arabesques, capitals,
and mugqarnas. This makes it one of the most important architectural elements representing Hijazi society.
Replicating the mashrabiya in modern buildings in a traditional manner, without understanding its
functional significance or its aesthetic and symbolic value, deprives it of its heritage value. Therefore, it
must be reinterpreted through techniques such as carving and engraving on gypsum, inlaying wood with
metals, stained glass, ivory, carved wood, and painting. This contributes to preserving the heritage identity
within a modern design language that is more in harmony with the requirements of contemporary
architecture. 3- The use of the aesthetics of Hijazi mashrabiya decorations and geometric patterns in
modern architecture contributes to strengthening the cultural identity of the place and creates more
harmonious and attractive architectural environments for users, thus enhancing the emotional connection
between people and the architectural space.

Modern technologies and contemporary building materials such as (glass fiber reinforced concrete,
perforated aluminum, and smart glass) provide modern design possibilities that help designers repurpose
mashrabiya elements in a contemporary way that reconciles traditional authenticity with modern
technological advancements in architecture.
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