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Abstract:

Ahmed Riza was one of the most prominent intellectual and political
figures of the late Ottoman Empire and a leading figure of the Committee
of Union and Progress in Europe. Influenced by modern Western thought,
he sought to harness its ideas in the service of Ottoman modernization.
Through his publications and political activism, he contributed to the
spread of constitutional awareness and the advancement of representative
government. His intellectual outlook was shaped by the convergence of
several currents, most notably Positivism and nationalism. He adopted
Positivist values as a cognitive framework for achieving progress and no
longer regarded tradition as an obstacle to development; instead, he
reinterpreted it in light of his own intellectual project. He also assigned
particular significance to the concept of “Turkishness” as an authentic
component of the Ottoman structure, drawing upon universal values to
defend national identity amid the rising nationalist tendencies of the period.
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