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Abstract
This study examines the phenomenon of vowel assimilation in Arabic,
which represents one of the phonetic features reflecting the harmony of the
Arabic sound system and its tendency toward ease of articulation and
economy of effort. The study aims to explore the concept of vowel
assimilation, analyze its patterns and types, and clarify its role in shaping
the phonetic structure of words and achieving phonetic harmony between
adjacent vowels.The research adopts the descriptive analytical approach to
present phonetic concepts related to assimilation in both classical and
modern linguistic studies. It also employs a comparative applied approach
to analyze the levels of vowel assimilation within a single word, across
syllabic boundaries, and in some Arabic dialects. Additionally, the study
investigates the physical characteristics of vowels, including height,
frontness, and lip rounding, and their role in achieving phonetic harmony.
The findings indicate that vowel assimilation is a natural phonetic
mechanism aimed at facilitating pronunciation and creating harmony
between successive vowels. This phenomenon appears in various forms in
Classical Arabic and in certain dialectal features such as ‘an‘ana,
kashkasha, and ‘aj‘aja. The study also shows that vowel assimilation is
closely related to broader phonetic principles such as sound assimilation
and phonetic economy, reflecting the flexibility and balance of the Arabic
phonological system.
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