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ABSTRACT:

This study explores the importance of the Arabic language for Kurdish-speaking students at universities
in the Kurdistan Region, emphasizing its role as a scientific, cultural, and religious language that supports
cognitive identity and effective academic engagement. Using a descriptive-analytical approach supported
by an inductive method, questionnaires were administered to students of the Arabic Department at Soran
University. The findings revealed that students recognize Arabic as a core element in reinforcing Kurdish
cultural identity (64%) and as a gateway to broader professional opportunities (69%). The religious
dimension was highly prominent, with 76% associating Arabic with the Qur’an and Islamic practices.
Politically, 67% acknowledged its significance as the official language of the state and a medium for
interacting with governmental institutions. However, more than half of the participants (52%) perceived
the current curricula as traditional and insufficiently aligned with labor market needs. The study
concludes that Arabic plays a crucial role in students’ cultural, religious, political, and professional
development, while highlighting the need to modernize curricula to better meet students’ academic and
practical requirements.
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