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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: This study explores the representations of critical thinking within graphic
design discourse, positioning it as a conceptual entry point for understanding the

Received 30 June 2025 relationship between visual composition and cultural-epistemic contexts. The inquiry is
Received in revised form 12 July grounded in a central problem: examining the role of critical thinking skills in diagnosing
2025 design-related challenges and generating innovative solutions that move beyond

conventional approaches. The research is structured around three analytical axes:
Accepted 13 July 2025 mechanisms of critical observation in graphic design, contextual and audience awareness,
Published 1 April 2026 and meaning-oriented visual innovation. The findings reveal that critical thinking
constitutes a pivotal element in shaping design as a cultural discourse rather than merely a
communicative tool. The study highlights how critical design practices can interrogate
Keywords: reality and stimulate interpretive engagement. Furthermore, it concludes that graphic
Representations, Thinking, Critique, design, when rooted in critical awareness, does not simply embellish content but
reconfigures it within a reflective visual space. The study recommends integrating
specialized modules on the representations of critical thinking within graphic design
curricula, emphasizing context analysis and the deconstruction of visual structures
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Conclusions

1. Critical thinking in graphic design does not stem solely from its superficial form. It is manifested in the way
symbols are organized and framed within a visual discourse that is aware of context and meaning.

2. Design effectiveness cannot be achieved without engaging the audience as an interpreter, not a passive
recipient. The more flexible and open the discourse, the greater the possibilities for interaction.

3. Interpretive structure is stronger when the design is linked to a clear cultural or political context. Abstraction
alone is insufficient if it is not linked to a critical vision that aims to question reality.

4. Visual condensation does not necessarily imply critical depth, as direct representation, despite its clarity, may
lack multiple readings, unlike complex composition, which opens the door to interpretation.
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