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ABSTRACT:

Ibn al-Rami (221-289 AH) was one of the most distinctive poets of the third Islamic century, known for
the depth, diversity, and introspective richness of his poetic voice. His diwan reflects a profound
psychological tension shaped by his social circumstances and artistic ambition, rendering his poetry a
mirror of his inner life. In this context, ‘Abbas Mahmid al-‘Aqqad’s study Ibn al-Rami: Hayatuhu min
Shi ‘rihi (1931) stands as a pioneering attempt to reconstruct the poet’s life through his verse rather than
through historical accounts, framing the work as a “portrait of a life” rather than a conventional
biography. This approach reintroduced Ibn al-R@imi into the modern critical consciousness, emphasizing
the unity between his lived experience and poetic creation. This paper critically reassesses al-‘Aqqad's
methodology, analyzing its literary and psychological foundations, while comparing it to Muhammad al-
Nuwayhi's counterarguments in Thagafat al-Naqid al-Adabi (1949), which advocated for a more
scientific and physiological reading grounded in contemporary understandings of neurology and
endocrinology. By revisiting this dialogue, the study seeks to highlight the strengths and limitations of
each approach, and to propose a balanced reading of lbn al-Rami that honors both the expressive
dimensions of the poetic text and the complexity of the poet’s character.
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