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ABSTRACT:

Urban sprawl is one of the most prominent geographical phenomena facing cities and villages in both
developing and developed countries today. It refers to uncontrolled urban expansion at the expense of
agricultural lands and surrounding natural resources. This phenomenon is exacerbated by rapid
population growth, rural migration, and the absence of sound urban planning. This research examines the
concept of urban sprawl and its root causes, including demographic, economic, and social factors, as well
as weak planning policies. It also addresses the negative impacts of this phenomenon, such as the
degradation of agricultural lands, environmental deterioration, and population imbalances, in addition to
transportation and infrastructure problems. The research concludes that combating urban sprawl requires
the development of integrated strategic urban development plans based on the protection of agricultural
lands, the promotion of rural development, and the adoption of sustainable urban patterns. It also
recommends the implementation of land use laws and the adoption of housing policies that limit
uncontrolled horizontal expansion. The research aims to highlight the threat of urban sprawl as a
geographical, environmental, and economic challenge and calls for the development of practical
solutions to achieve a balance between the demands of population growth and the preservation of natural
resources.
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