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The Dialectic of Language and identity in Modern Literary Discourse;
An Analytical Approach in Light of Sociolinguistics
Hafsa Shihab Ahmed ¢ Asmaa Mohammed Mahmou®
DAssistant Lecturer, University of Samarra, College of Applied Sciences // Hafsa.sh@uosamarra.edu.iq
Y Assistant Lecturer, University of Samarra, College of Applied Sciences / Asmaa.mohammed@uosamarra.edu.iq

Abstract :

The research problem centers on how language through its multiplicity of standard Arabic, colloquial
dialects, and foreign languages interacts with identity amidst challenges such as globalization, migration, and
political transformations.

The study aims to analyze the role of linguistic diversity, literary discourse, and cultural contexts in iden-
tity formation, employing a critical analytical methodology and drawing on a theoretical framework from
works like Mohammed Abed al-Jabri’s (The Structure of the Arab Mind) and Salah Fadl’s (The Rhetoric of
Discourse and Identity).

The research is organized into three main sections: the first focuses on linguistic diversity and identity
formation, the second analyzes literary discourse across various forms (novel, poetry, theater), and the third
explores cultural and social influences. Through analyzing texts such as Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s (Memory of
the Flesh), Samih al-Qasim’s (The Shroud of Herbs), and Ibrahim al-Koni’s (The Oasis), the study highlights
Arabic literature’s ability to navigate tensions between tradition and modernity. Key findings affirm language
as a bridge connecting individuals to communities and the flexibility of Arabic literature in addressing global
transformations, as seen in Jabra Ibrahim Jabra’s (The Bread Seller) and Ahmed Khaled Tawfiq’s (Utopia).

The research concludes that Arabic literature remains a vibrant voice for redefining identity, calling for
future studies on the impact of digital technology and diaspora literature.

Recommendations: These include studying digital literature, conducting comparative analyses with di-
aspora literature, employing quantitative analysis, exploring gender dynamics, and undertaking reader-based
field studies. The research enriches academic discourse, offering an integrated perspective linking literature to
cultural and social contexts.

Keywords: Language, Identity, Sociolinguistics, Linguistic Structure
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