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Abstract

This research investigates the concept of semantic succession in al-Ta’'iyya al-
Kubra by Ibn al-Farid, aiming to uncover the mechanisms through which
layered meanings are generated and developed within the structure of Sufi
poetic discourse. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, combining
textual analysis with interpretive insights drawn from four major Sufi
commentaries: Muntaha al-Mudarak, al-Kashani, al-Nabulusi, and al-
Khurisi. The research first defines the key concepts related to Sufi poetry, the
nature of Sufi language, and the theoretical framework of semantic succession.
It then applies this framework to selected verses from al-Ta'iyya al-Kubra,
tracing the progressive unfolding of meaning across different interpretive layers.
Findings indicate that semantic succession in Ibn al-Farid’s poem functions not
only as a stylistic device but also as a reflection of the mystical progression of
the self. Moreover, the diversity in interpretive approaches among the
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commentators highlights how their respective spiritual and intellectual
backgrounds influence the production of meaning. The study concludes that al-
Ta’iyya al-Kubra exemplifies a dynamic model of semantic continuity that
integrates both linguistic artistry and metaphysical depth.
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