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ABSTRACT:  

Water pollution of surface water in Iraq represents a complex environmental and geographical challenge, 

due to increasing human, industrial, agricultural, and health pressures on water resources, especially in 

the absence of effective environmental management policies. This research aims to analyze the reality of 

pollution in Iraqi surface waters by identifying the types of pollutants (natural, chemical, and biological) 

and their various sources, and reviewing their impacts on humans, economic activities, and the 

environment, with a focus on representative spatial models such as the Tigris River and the Shatt al-

Arab. The study also seeks to propose realistic and applicable solutions and treatments in light of local 

capabilities. An inductive and analytical methodology was adopted, based on the study of geographical 

texts and the analysis of the aquatic environmental reality. This study contributes to developing a more 

accurate understanding of the nature of surface water pollution and provides an integrated geographical-

environmental vision for addressing this escalating phenomenon. 
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