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The aesthetics of chronotope in the poetry of Urwah Ibn Udayna
Assistant Lecturer: Marwah Ahmed Shakir
University of Baghdad, College of Education Ibn Rushed

Abstract :

The term chronotope is a critical concept associated with narrative and storytelling. It has an active pres-
ence in poetry, due to its aesthetic and artistic effects, in addition to its psychological and emotional impact
on both the creator and the recipient. The term is composed of “time” and “space,” respectively. It represents
an artistic connection between time and space; time is inseparable from its interaction with space, and space
is affected by it. The poet and space are in conflict with the power of time and its actions. We find that the
poet does not begin his speech without evoking the past, and space awakens the flame of remembrance in the
poet first, and in societal thought second. Based on this idea, the connection and interaction of time and space
intensifies in the text of ancient Arabic poetry, as they represent belonging and existence for the Arab poet.
Almost no literary text is devoid of “time and space.” The researcher preferred the ascetic poet (Urwa ibn
Udayna) as a model for representing the aesthetic interaction between time and space in ancient Arabic poet-
ry. He is a poet known for his love poetry, a trend that is considered one of the most closely linked to time and
place and has a significant influence on the poet. The researcher relied on the analytical approach to define
the areas of artistic creativity. The research also reached a number of results, the most important of which is
the connection between (time and place) and most of the themes of Arabic poetry, especially in models close
to the poet’s conscience, such as remembering the beloved, in addition to gray hair, the departure of youth,
and the changes that have occurred to the poet over time.Furthermore, (space-time) is an artistic technique
that transports the recipient to the depth of the creative person’s emotional experience.

Keywords: Chronotope, time, place, Urwah ibn Udayna .
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