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Professional competence of special education
hadyah salman hamdan
Iragi University/ College of Education for Women

Abstract

Professional competence in education is a cornerstone, playing a
pivotal role in shaping the success of educational institutions and the
holistic development of students. Teacher and trainer competencies
encompass the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to perform
their duties effectively. Therefore, the current research aims to:
1 —Identify the professional competence of special education teachers.
2 -ldentify the level of professional competence among special
education teachers in light of its five dimensions: (information, teaching
strategies, classroom management skills, educational plan preparation,
and digital technology).
3 -ldentify the professional competence of special education teachers
according to the variable of years of service.
The research sample consisted of 100 special education teachers in
Baghdad Governorate. After compiling the questionnaires and
processing the statistical data, the results of the current research
revealed:
1 —A level of professional competence exists among special education
teachers.
2—- The research showed that the cognitive and technological aspects of
special education teachers were high, while relative weaknesses were
observed in their proficiency in teaching strategies for students with
disabilities, particularly in practical aspects such as using appropriate

teaching methods and preparing individualized education plans, although
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the average scores were at an average level. 3- There were
statistically significant differences in professional competence based on
years of service at a significance level of (0.05), where the calculated t-
values were greater than the critical value (1.96), indicating the impact
of professional experience on competence level. The highest mean
score was found among those with more than 2( years of service,
followed by those with 5-10 years, and then those with 10-20 years.
The lowest mean score was found among those with less than 5 years
of service. This result suggests that the accumulation of practical
experience contributes to the development of professional competence
among female teachers.
Keywords: Professional competence, teachers, special education.
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