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Power in the poetry of Abu al-Atahiya
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Abstract:
This study stems from a desire to exp

lore the depths of the relationship between poetry and power , through examining the
experience of one of the poets of the Abbasid era- Abo al Atahiya- who is regarded as a
unique voice that did not conform to the traditional molds of panegyric poetry. Thus, power
did not manifest merely as a political center, but rather emerged as a symbolic value
intertwined with authority, status and luxury. The poet ,therefore embodied a vision
marked by awareness and a quiet defiance against various froms of social authority. Power
was reflected as an inner preoccupation wherein the tension between the ascetic and the
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advising poet- both close to the ruler yes estranged from his dominion-came to the
fore.The binaries of this world and the hereafter, mortality and vanity became tools that
undermined the grandeur of authority through preaching , reminder ,and the exposure of
inevitable fate. Abu al-Atahiya employed a balanced style between counsel and
praise,turning his poetry into ameans of ethical critiqus and moral accountability for power.
His verses expressed a rejection of the dominancs of social norms and status over human
destiny .He used the language of asceticism and wisdom as a from of resistance against
luxury and chass distinction.

Keywords: Authority, Abu al Atahiyah, Abbasid Poetry, Poetic Discoures,Political
Utilization.
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