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Summary

Harafish represented a marginal social group produced by poverty and
economic crises. The increase in their numbers was an important
indicator of social imbalance within cities. Consequently, they played a
role in social unrest and protests, and their presence reflected the fragility
of social stability

As for society’s perception of them the elite regarded the Harafish as a
necessary element for the economy and urban development, while
subjecting them to continuous supervision and regulation. The general
public, on the other hand, viewed them with conditional respect based on
regular work and good reputation, defining their social status by moral
integrity and upright conduct rather than by the nature of the craft itself.
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