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Abstract

The current research aimed to investigate the impact of the
"Cognitive Paradox" strategy on improving rhetorical achievement and
reducing intellectual arrogance among students of the Arabic Language
Department. The researcher adopted an experimental approach with a
pre—test/post-test equivalent groups design. A purposive sample of (88)
fourth—year students from the College of Education for Human Sciences
at the University of Babylon for the academic year (2024-2025) was
selected and randomly assigned into two groups: an experimental group
(44) and a control group (44). The experiment lasted for a full academic
year covering the entire rhetoric curriculum.
Two research instruments were developed: a 2(-item objective
achievement test and a 25-item observation card designed to measure
intellectual arrogance across specific educational scenarios. After
ensuring the validity and reliability of the tools, data were statistically
analyzed using SPSS. The results revealed a statistically significant
superiority of the experimental group in the rhetorical achievement test
and a significant reduction in intellectual arrogance levels compared to
the control group. The study concluded that the Cognitive Paradox
strategy is highly effective in fostering epistemological humility and
deepening rhetorical understanding.
Keywords: Cognitive Paradox, Rhetorical Achievement, Intellectual

Arrogance.
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