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Abstract
The civilization of Mesopotamia is one of the ancient civilizations that enriched human thought with
many civilizational achievements, including democracy. Many distant and nearby civilizations adopted from
it. The Sumerians are the oldest inhabitants of Mesopotamia who invented writing as a means of recording and
established democracy, city councils, a council of elders, and a council of young people capable of bearing
arms and engaging in the conflicts and wars that occurred between the Sumerian city-states, in order to organize
the societies of the ancient cities. Because these councils had an influential authority in society, they had
absolute powers in appointing rulers and kings in the early dynastic period and drawing up the foreign and

internal policy of the city-state. In later eras, the council institution became a substitute for the courts, with
some judges or with the head of the town (Raniyan) to manage the city.
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The theory of governance in Mesopotamia was based on the principle of divine selection and delegation.
The gods would choose a person from among humankind who possessed the necessary qualities, such as
intelligence and wisdom. Political theories are of great importance in history because they explain how systems
of government arose and developed, as well as how human thought and societal evolution evolved. The study
of the theory of divine delegation and city councils falls within the political framework. The prevailing belief
in Mesopotamia was that the gods possessed concepts and systems for exercising political power on Earth,
within which the general context of determining human destiny was established by the gods.Divine
authorization does not occur all at once, but rather in multiple stages, and it is not possible to determine the
beginnings of these stages in relation to the life of the king. In the first stage, it is done through the gaze that
the gods cast upon the future king. If the gods raise their gaze towards the king, this is evidence of their
preference for him to exercise political power. As for the second method, it is done through the gods uttering
the name, and for this reason the name occupies a prominent place in ancient Iraqi thought. The name that the
gods give is what qualifies him to exercise political power. Keywords: Democracy, councils, Uruk, Kish .
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