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Agriculture and irrigation were fundamental to the existence of ancient Iraq. Sumerian texts documented the
administrative and structural aspects of this system, while Babylonian texts rigorously codified it to ensure its
continuity and equitable application.The civilization of ancient Iraq (Mesopotamia) was based on irrigated
agriculture, a necessity imposed on the inhabitants of the southern alluvial plain due to the scarcity of rainfall.
The Tigris and Euphrates rivers were their only lifeline, and the early Sumerians understood that regulating
their waters was key to survival. This awareness led them to develop complex irrigation systems that relied on
digging main and secondary canals and constructing dams and reservoirs to store floodwater and distribute it to
the fields in a controlled manner. In the Sumerian period (around the third millennium BCE), the management
of agriculture and irrigation was an institutional process, often administered by temples or city-state palaces. In
the Babylonian period, particularly with the rise of the Old Babylonian Empire (second millennium BCE), the
focus shifted from the administrative documentation of construction to the legal codification of the system's
sustainability. Keywords: Agriculture, Irrigation, Sumerian, Babylonian, Administrative and Construction
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