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Abstract:
This research examines the opinion of Sheikh Shihab al-Din Ibn Qawan (d. 889 AH) on the Basmala (the opening
phrase "In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful") as presented in his commentary on the
introduction to Imam al-Baydawi's Tafsir Anwar al-Tanzil, comparing it with the views of scholars in various
Islamic sciences. The research aims to highlight Ibn Qawan's methodology in interpreting the Basmala and to
elucidate its linguistic, grammatical, theological, rhetorical, Sufi, and jurisprudential dimensions.The research
begins with a brief biography of Ibn Qawan, including his name, lineage, patronymic, family, scholarly
upbringing, travels, teachers, students, and works, thus illustrating his scholarly stature and multifaceted
intellectual background. The research then moved on to studying his views on the Basmala, where he dealt with
it through eight main axes, which included: the hadith aspect, the linguistic-grammatical aspect, the monotheistic
creed, the Sufi allusion, the rhetorical-semantic aspect, the analysis of words, the interpretation of the names of
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and the jurisprudential aspect. The research also compared Ibn Qawan’s
views with the sayings of great scholars, such as Sibawayh, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Razi, Al-Nawawi, Ibn Hajar,
Al-Baydawi, and others, so the extent of his agreement with them sometimes became apparent, and his uniqueness

in some preferences and indications at other times
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