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Abstract:
The criminal rule is the essence of criminal policy and one of its fundamental pillars for achieving justice. The
criminal rule regulates the behavior of individuals in society and provides the necessary protection for the
fundamental values of society, as it is linked to the sanction of a criminal penalty, is binding and cannot be violated
or agreed upon, and is abstract and applies to all persons. The constitution is the highest source of the rule, as it
establishes legal principles, including the principle of legality and the non-retroactivity of laws. Legislation is a
primary source, such as the penal code and special lawsSome legal systems restrict its use, while others expand
its application within their respective domains. This is due to practical and legislative reasons, as it embodies the
concept of legal sovereignty and protects society from deviations. Iraqi law, in its essence, aligns with
comparative criminal laws in making positive legislation the primary source, despite differences in legislative

style and judicial interpretation. This reflects the unity of criminal thought and its importance in protecting rights
and freedoms and achieving criminal justice.
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