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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of the Eisenkraft
Inquiry—Based Mo in developing critical thinking skills among first—grade
intermediate male students in the subject of Social Studies. To achieve
this goal, the researcher used a quasi—experimental design based on
two groups: an experimental group and a control group, with both pre-
and post-testing. A purposive sample of 80 students was selected from
Beit —Maqdis Intermediate School for Boys, affiliated with the General
Directorate of Education Diyala Governorate. The sample was equally
divided into two groups: an experimental group (40 students) taught
using the Eisenkraft model, and a control group (40 students) taught
using traditional methods.

To measure critical thinking skills, the researcher adopted the Cornell
Critical Thinking Test — Level X, originally developed by Ennis & Millman
(1985) and translated and adapted into Arabic by Turki Al-Zahrani
(2015) to suit the Arab educational context and the targeted age group.
The test consists of 76 items distributed across four dimensions:
induction, credibility, deduction, and assumptions.

The results revealed statistically significant differences at the (0.05)
level in favor of the experimental group in the post-test of critical
thinking, indicating the effectiveness of the Eisenkraft model in
enhancing students’ critical thinking skills. Based on these findings, the
study recommends integrating this model into teacher preparation and
training programs and employing it in teaching Social Studies and other
academic subjects, as it positively contributes to fostering critical
thinking and achieving the goals of modern curricula..

Key words: Eisenkraft Model, Critical Thinking, Constructivist Learning,

Social Studies, First Intermediate Grade, Inquiry—Based Learning.
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