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Abstract:

Health centers are the cornerstone of the primary healthcare system, representing
the first level of interaction between citizens and health institutions. They
contribute to promoting health awareness, disease prevention, and human
development (Al-Baradei, 2006, p. 12). The spatial distribution of health centers
is a pivotal factor in achieving health equity and equal access to services, as any
imbalance in this distribution leads to disparities in the level of services between
regions (Al-Safi, 2015, p. 33).

This research aims to study the efficiency of the spatial distribution of health
centers in Al-Mahmoudiya District from a theoretical perspective. It reviews the
basic concepts and approaches to spatial distribution, the global standards
adopted for the equitable distribution of health services (Hassan, 2019, p. 21),
and analyzes recent research trends and reviews previous local, regional, and
international literature and studies (Abdullah, 2020, p. 44).
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This research revolves around five axes: the first axis addresses the theoretical
framework for the spatial distribution of health services; the second axis
analyzes the efficiency of the spatial distribution of health centers in Rashid
subdistrict; the third axis examines the factors influencing the spatial
distribution of health centers; the fourth axis examines the impact of spatial
distribution on the population; and the fifth axis examines the reality of health
centers in Mahmoudiyah district (UN-Habitat, 2021, p. 17).

The research concluded that most studies indicate clear spatial gaps in the
distribution of health services (Al-Azzawi, 2018, p. 54), and that spatial
disparity between neighborhoods and rural areas is one of the most prominent
challenges facing health planning (Al-Sharif, 2017, p. 62). It also demonstrated
that relying on spatial analysis using geographic information systems (GIS)
represents an effective tool for diagnosing spatial disparities and identifying
health development priorities (Longley et al., 2020, p. 78). The study
recommended the necessity of updating health databases periodically, and
adopting precise quantitative and qualitative standards when establishing or
developing health centers within the 2025 health development plan (World
Health Organization, 2022, p. 19).
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