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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the spatial distribution of informal labor in Al-Dujail District as
one of the prominent economic and social phenomena in developing countries, particularly in
Iraq, where it represents a large segment of the workforce operating outside the legal and
institutional framework of the labor market. The study is based on the hypothesis that there is
spatial and temporal variation in the size and distribution of this labor, as well as differences
in its characteristics according to demographic, economic, and social factors. The study
adopts a geographical analytical approach, employing spatial analysis techniques to reveal
patterns of informal labor distribution across the administrative units of Al-Dujail District, in
addition to analyzing its social and economic characteristics based on field data collected
through a questionnaire administered to a sample of the population. The findings indicate a
clear spatial variation in the distribution of informal labor, with a higher concentration in the
district center compared to rural areas, due to higher population density and the diversity of
economic activities in urban areas. The results also show that informal labor is concentrated
in sectors such as construction, small-scale trade, and transportation, which are characterized
by daily and unstable work patterns. Furthermore, the study reveals that younger age groups
constitute the largest proportion of workers, with a predominance of males, and a clear
association between low educational attainment and engagement in informal employment.
The results also demonstrate that informal labor suffers from job instability, lack of social
protection, and long working hours, which negatively affect individuals’ living standards.
The study also finds that economic factors, such as high unemployment rates and limited
formal job opportunities, are among the main drivers of the spread of this phenomenon, along
with the effects of population growth and internal migration.
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