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Abstract
This study examines the use of economic power within the framework of public international law as one of the
most prominent tools of contemporary international conflict, in light of the relative decline in reliance on
traditional armed force and the growing use of non-military coercive means. The study seeks to conceptualize
economic power and clarify its legal nature by distinguishing it from the use of armed force, and by analyzing
the legal basis upon which it rests in light of the provisions of the United Nations Charter and the principles of
sovereignty and non-intervention in the internal affairs of states. It also aims to identify the legal constraints that
should govern recourse to this means, particularly the requirements of international legitimacy, proportionality,
necessity, and the protection of human rights.The study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach, drawing
on Arab and foreign legal scholarship and relevant international practice, in order to reveal the shortcomings in
the existing legal regulation of the use of economic power, especially with regard to unilateral coercive measures
imposed by certain states outside the framework of the Security Council. It further addresses the legal and
political consequences resulting from the use of economic power, highlighting issues of international
responsibility and the implications for the stability of international relations and for the conditions of peoples in

targeted states.The study concludes that economic power, despite being presented as an apparent alternative to
the use of armed force, may, in the absence of effective legal constraints, turn into an instrument of domination
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and subjugation, in a manner inconsistent with the objectives of international law in achieving peace and justice
among states. Accordingly, the study emphasizes the need to develop international legal rules governing this
phenomenon and to strengthen the role of collective international legitimacy, so as to ensure that the use of
economic power is subjected to the rule of law rather than the rule of power.Keywords: Economic Power;
International Law; Economic Sanctions; Use of Force; Sovereignty; Non-Intervention; Human Rights;
International Responsibility.
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