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Abstract

This research focuses on examining the configuration of narrative space in the novel Adrift

by the international author Naguib Mahfouz. This (Nion the Nile (Thartharah Fawga al
space is considered a dramatic element that transcends being a mere container for events;

rather, it represents a symbolic and philosophical structure reflecting the tragedy of a

llectuals during a critical historical period. The research sought generation of Egyptian inte
and the —the houseboat—to analyze the complex relationship between the setting
disturbed human consciousness, relying on three main pillars: the title, the characters, and

.the style title axis, the research concludes that Adrift on the Nile constitutes a In the
significant textual entry point that defines the narrative space through a prominent semantic
storical paradox. It juxtaposes "chatter' (a transient, absurd act) with "the Nile" (an eternal hi
symbol), leading to the creation of an anxious and unstable space. This "suspended" space

reflects a state of detachment from reality, as the houseboat is transformed from a

hout connecting to its geographical location into an isolated island floating atop the river wit
.depth or movement, suggesting an abandonment of historical agency Regarding the

characters axis, the study demonstrates that the narrative space served as a psychological

Due to its confinement, isolation, .mirror reflecting the internal collapse of the protagonists
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and constant movement, the houseboat embodied the fragile consciousness of Anis Zaki
and his friends. The characters did not inhabit the space so much as they 'distanced"
ith escape and responsibility with lethargy. themselves within it, substituting confrontation w
This was manifested in the conflict between the "fluid space of water," which provides an
illusion of freedom, and the 'space of land,"” which represents harsh reality and the
.d lawinevitable collision with society an In terms of style, the research confirms that
Mahfouz's artistic tools were the fundamental factor in shaping this space. The use of
stream of consciousness" and "interior monologue" contributed to transforming the setting "
0 a suffocating mental space where time vanishes and distances from a physical space int
disappear under the influence of clouds of smoke. Furthermore, the "circular rhythm" of the
language and the fragmented dialogue reinforced a state of "nihilistic vertigo," making the
ear as a vicious circle in which everyone revolves around "zero," imparting an space app
.absurd character to human existence within the novel In conclusion, the research finds
that Mahfouz’s configuration of narrative space served as an artistic prophecy of the
lapse of fragile entities. Isolation within closed spaces above water does not provide col
protection from confronting reality. Consequently, Adrift on the Nile remains a literary
n and lives document of condemnation for any elite that chooses "chatter" over serious actio

above' events rather than engaging with them deeply"
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