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Abstract
This study examines Willy Brandt and the New Eastern Policy (Ostpolitik) in Germany (1969-1974). During
this period, the Federal Republic of Germany emerged as an active and direct participant in international
affairs, at a time when global relations were deeply influenced by the Cold War and the balance of power
between the Eastern and Western blocs. The continued division of Germany into two opposing states, with
Berlin as a striking symbol of that division, further intensified the complexity of the era. With Willy Brandt’s
appointment as Federal Chancellor in 1969, a new phase in German politics began through Ostpolitik, which
marked a turning point in Germany’s relations with the Eastern bloc. The policy aimed to reduce East—West
tensions and improve relations between the two Germanys within the broader context of détente between the
Soviet Union and the United States.Despite its significant achievements, Ostpolitik faced internal opposition,
international challenges such as the 1973 oil crisis, and security pressures that culminated in the Eastern spy
scandal, ultimately leading to Brandt’s resignation in 1974.Keywords : Willy Brandt , New Eastern Policy,
Germany, Federal Republic of Germany, German Democratic Republic g
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