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The Interpretation of the Concept of Existence in Contemporary
Islamic Thought: A Study on the Texts of Badi’ al-Zaman Said
Nursi

Assistant Professor. Dr. Ammar Abdul-Kadhim Roumi
Department of Philosophy / College of Arts / University of Baghdad

Abstract

Nursi’s existential interpretation of existence is structured around three
dimensions. The first dimension addresses the essential nature of the Qur’anic and
Hadith texts, identifying their foundational elements and analyzing them to
illuminate the subsequent dimensions. The second dimension focuses on the
existential aspect of the Qur’an and Hadith, specifying the manifestations and
concept of existence within these texts and their diverse expressions, which vary
according to the historical and textual context. The third dimension examines the
references to Sufi traditions, analyzing the different ways these foundational
references contribute to the deeper significances of existence at both mental and
material levels.

Keywords: essence of the Qur’anic text, textual reference of Ibn ‘Arabi,
existentiality of the Qur’anic text, textual reference of Al-Qushayri, essence of
the Prophetic text, textual reference of Al-Jilani, existentiality of the Prophetic
text, textual reference of Al-Sulami.
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