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Abstract
This research aims to study the semantic structure of Iraqi folk proverbs as a condensed linguistic discourse that
encapsulates collective experience and reflects society's vision of its values and behavioral norms. The study
begins by conceptualizing the "proverb," tracing its presence in Arabic heritage and its stages of documentation.
It then analyzes its general semantic characteristics, such as conciseness, density of meaning, fixed phrasing with
expansive significance, and mechanisms of imagery and metonymy. Furthermore, the research highlights the
pragmatic dimension of the proverb, emphasizing that its meaning cannot be understood in isolation from the
social context in which it is used, as it performs an instructional and evaluative function within the community.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study examines applied models of Iraqi proverbs across various
domains, including family and marriage, livelihood and work, as well as values, behavior, and social control.
This is done to uncover the methods of meaning generation and the representation of folk experience in short,
fixed forms. The research concludes that the Iraqi folk proverb represents a concentrated semantic structure
where linguistic, rhetorical, and pragmatic elements intersect, contributing to the formation of collective
consciousness and the preservation of cultural memory—making it a rich subject for contemporary linguistic
studies.Keywords: Iraqi Folk Proverbs, Semantic Structure, Meaning Patterns, Pragmatics, and Social Context.
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