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The Role of Librarians in Advancing Preparatory School Libraries
in Basra City
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University of Basra

Professor. Dr. Amal Abdulrahman Abdulwahid

Department of Arabic Language / College of Arts / University of Basra

Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of school librarians in developing and
enhancing preparatory school libraries through the services they provide to
students and teachers. The research employed a documentary method to address
the theoretical framework and a survey method to investigate the practical aspects,
with data collected using questionnaires and observations. The study reached
several findings:

1. There is a shortage of full-time librarians in preparatory school libraries,
reaching 58.06%, with partial appointments at 66.66% and full appointments
at 33.33%. Only two librarians possessed specialized qualifications in
information science and library studies.

2. The available library collections in preparatory schools were generally weak
and insufficient for users’ needs.

Based on these findings, the study offers several recommendations:

1. The provision of official positions for graduates of information and library
departments, with the title of “Assistant Librarian,” through appointments
issued by the Ministry or the Provincial Council, to ensure full-time
dedication to library work and improved service delivery.

2. Equipping and supporting school libraries with the necessary printed
materials, furniture, and equipment through sufficient annual funding for
purchases.
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