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Abstract:

Over the past decade, Iraq, particularly in densely populated areas, has witnessed the widespread adoption of
the tuk-tuk, a popular mode of transportation. It has become an easy way to get around and an integral part of
daily life, especially after 2018. This mode of transport has played a significant economic role in providing job
opportunities for young people, while simultaneously influencing the general culture of society. The tuk-tuk is
a relatively recent social phenomenon in Iraqi society, particularly in the working-class neighborhoods of
Baghdad, where its proliferation was driven by economic and social transformations and the weakness of public
transportation infrastructure.From an anthropological perspective, the tuk-tuk reflects many shifts in values and
daily behaviors, from the language of popular discourse and the symbols or proverbs inscribed on the vehicles,
to the nature of the relationships between drivers and passengers, and its role in reshaping informal urban spaces.
Its widespread adoption in Baghdad has also contributed to noticeable changes in traffic flow, partially
alleviating congestion in narrow streets, while simultaneously contributing to traffic jams and accidents due to
the lack of legal regulation. This study aims to analyze the impact of tuk-tuks in densely populated areas,
exploring their cultural and social dimensions, as well as their effect on traffic flow. It also seeks to identify the
advantages and disadvantages of this vehicle on Iraqi streets, particularly in these areas. The methodology
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employed is descriptive-analytical, utilizing field interviews conducted by the researcher with tuk-tuk drivers
and residents of these densely populated areas.Keywords: Tuk-tuks — Public Culture — Traffic — Densely
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