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The Palestinian Cause and Its Impact on Egyptian—Qatari Relations
(1975-1977)

Res.Hanan Abdul Azim Nofal AL-Halfi
Prof.Dr. Hayder Abdulla Ridha al Timimi
Department of History / College of Arts / University of Basrah

Abstract

Sadat believed that Egypt could not regain the occupied territories in Sinai through
military force, especially given that Israel possessed superior strength and
capabilities, as well as American and Western support. Therefore, he considered
that the only way to recover these lands was through reaching an agreement via
negotiations with Israel. However, this policy provoked the Arab states,
particularly the Gulf countries, and especially Qatar, which demanded that any
settlement with Israel prioritize the Palestinian issue. Qatar also insisted that the
establishment of a unified Palestinian state be one of the main conditions should
Egypt enter negotiations with Israel to achieve peace in the region and the Middle
East. Nonetheless, the Egyptian leadership took a somewhat unilateral and hasty
decision, especially concerning rapprochement with Israel and the signing of a
peace agreement. Sadat sought to visit Israel for the sake of peace, as | believe, but
Doha viewed Egypt’s unilateral move without consulting Arab partners to
guarantee Palestinian rights as a betrayal and a weakening of the collective Arab
position. Still, Sadat proceeded with his foreign policy in coordination with Israel
with the aim of recovering Egyptian territory and ending the Egyptian-Israeli
conflict.

Keywords: First Sinai Agreement, Camp David, Palestinian issue, Arab-
Zionist conflict.
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